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Diarmuid gavin designs is delighted to be invited to design a PLAY PARK FOR THE SENSES.

The development of Barrack Hill will take several years to complete and for the first stage we propose to focus on creating a special space for local children surrounded by a new park. What 
will make this space special is that it will be designed to engage children in different and more diverse ways than the traditional play area that features a few swings, a climbing frame, slide and 
roundabout. We want the children of Carndonagh to experience the delights of discovery, adventure, play and interaction and to develop their skills, improve their senses, test their powers 
and take independent steps.

Our proposal is to create a combination of playground and educational trail where children learn, interact and can be stimulated through sensory play experience. It will feature different areas 
that appeal to different senses and which are also attractive, safe, fun and accessible. We believe it is important that children can also experience and interact with nature from an early age so 
we would like to introduce them to carefully selected plants and natural features. The play area will also be landscaped to blend in with the natural surrounds of the new park. 

The selection of plants and materials will reflect the natural and unique local character of the site. Safe surfacing will be needed in several areas and options will include wood chips, sand, 
gravel, rubber mulch, grass mats, wet pour or moulded play tiles. Plants will be carefully selected to be safe, to suit local environmental conditions, to be low maintenance and to have a 
friendly look and seasonal aspect. We suggest that the playground is bounded by native shrubs, hedges and trees to provide screening and shelter and to enhance the natural character of the 
park. For added safety and security, the playground should be protected by a boundary fence that can be partly concealed by planting.

Inside the play area, we envisage walks, places to ride bicycles, places to improve the senses, balancing, climbing, making a noise, places to run and play ball games, places to sit, relax and watch 
as well as spaces for parents, grandparents and toddlers to interact with each other. We would love to divide up the playground into 10 -12 distinct spaces, each focussing on a particular 
activity and with its own character.  These include areas:
• for touch and sight -  where different materials entice children of all abilities to experience texture or colour with eyes, hands or feet.
• to make music - blessed with musical talent or not - everyone is invited to compose an opera here or at least to make lots of noise!
• for climbing - to develop abilities, improve balance and muscle, build courage and self-confidence
• for everybody to swing and make yourself giddy 
• with a big sandpit and a water pump to dig as deep as you can, make sandcastles and have great fun! (and dirty trousers) 
• with a willow-maze and a crawling tunnel to help you play hide and seek and to challenge everybodys inner navigation system
• to learn about nature, numbers, letter or the time in a fun way
• to run and play ballgames
• for parents and seniors who prefer to take it easy or watch the kids play
Special features include a burrow to crawl into with tunnels and caves in a man-made hill that create a space for children to explore the dark world and experience how moles and badgers live 
underground. Climbing ropes and swing ladders on the outside help you to climb to the top of the hill and there will be slides to assist with a quick descent. Close by, a slightly hilly lawn will 
provideS an exciting opportunity to exercise cycling skills or for smaller daredevils to learn how to balance on only two tiny feet. 
There is a space to rest or to have a snack with benches and tree trunks to sit on while you relax alone or chat with new friends while watching the kids. In this area, large metal flowers create 
a magical atmosphere and it is easy to enter this world and feel like Alice in Wonderland or the Leprechauns as you shelter under the huge leaves and flowers.

design introduction



aerial photograph

site location

site

allotment

car park

car park

 park

top of 
hill

PlayGround

 park



plan of the playground



grown ups

15 sqm for grown-ups
Outdoor exercise areas are a way of life in China and Korea, keeping people of all ages active and healthy. 
People of all ages realising the benefits regular exercise in the outdoors can bring.



BY HOOK OR BY CROOK
19 M BY HOOK OR BY CROOK
HILLY LAWN TO EXERCISE CYCLING OR FOR SMALLER DAREDEVILS
TO LEARN HOW TO BALANCE ON ONLY TWO TINY FEET.



TOUCH AND SIGHT
13 SQM FOR TOUCH AND SIGHT
AN AREA TO EXPERIENCE MATERIALS, TEXTURES OR COLOURS WITH ALL THE SENSES.



be giddy

Age 6-15 · GXY919 · Flexus

Flexus

Training sessions for future space travellers. Stand up
and hold on to the curved bars, is a demanding and
challenging activity, letting the children make use of
good coordination and movement from hips and legs.

Footing:
In-ground steel poles with plywood base plates,
prepared for anchoring by means of concrete.

Manual installation
8-10 Hours
2 Installer(s)
Weight: 208 lbs

GATHERING EXPERIMENTING BALANCING TRAINING

Age 4-15 · ELE400024 · Spinner Bowl

Spinner Bowl

The Spinner Bowl makes the world go round and
round! Hop in, pump your legs and sit and spin. Using
centrifugal force and the weight distribution of the child,
speeds can be controlled and stopping is a breeze. The
Spinner Bowl secures the child in its generous depth
and makes training balance a wild ride. When the bowl
is filled with loose material and spun in either direction,
the force of rotation pushes the material from the centre
and out through a drain hole. A useful tool in
understanding centrifugal force and gravity, the Spinner
Bowl is not only a thrill ride but a great science tool as
well.

Footing:
90 cm in-ground anchoring. Concrete anchoring
necessary. Also available for surface installation.

Manual installation
1-2 Hours
1 Installer(s)
Weight: 20 lbs

SPINNING EXPERIMENTING

32 sqm to be giddy
swings for everybody!



visit mole’s world
43 sqm to visit mole’s world
Man-made hill with tunnels and caves to explore the underground world 
and learn about mole and badger. Climbing ropes and swing ladders help 
to crest the top of the hill. Slides allow a quick descent.



climb into the clouds

37 sqm to climb 
into the clouds
Climbing improves abilities, balance 
and muscles and gives courage 
and self-confidence.



crawling
9 m crawling
Hiding and adventure while crawling through a 
12 m long tunnel. A chance to escape every 2 m.



lots of hullabaloo
16 sqm for hullabaloo
blessed with musical talent or not - everyone is invited to 
compose an opera here or at least to make lots of noise!



CATCHING SIGHT OF NATIVE FRIENDS
CATCHING SIGHT OF NATIVE FRIENDS
TAKING OUR INSPIRATION FROM THE PARK - CHILDREN CAN
INTRODUCE THEMSELVES TO NATIVE ANIMALS.



3
BE A DISCOVERER

20 SQM TO BE A DISCOVERER
FUN WAYS TO LEARN ABOUT NUMBERS, LETTERS, THE TIME
OR NATIVE PLANTS AND ANIMALS.
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be on the ball
100 sqm to be on the ball
An area to use for ball games.



dig as deep as you can 
56 sqm to dig as deep as you can
A big sand area and a water pump for great fun (and dirty trousers!).



shaking knees

Age 6-12 · SPFE28645 · Sway Alley

Sway Alley

The beam moves as soon as a child stands on it, so
you really have to use your sense of balance to get to
the other side! Children have to plan their movements
well and have a clear strategy of how to reach the
other side as quickly as possible. It's especially difficult
when other children keep coming after you in the track
because then all beams start to move in various
directions. Thus, children learn to act and react to
different situations and have to change their strategy in
order to reach the other side as speedily as possible.
Footing:
Posts into ground

Manual installation
8 Hours
2 Installer(s)
Weight: 222 lbs

BALANCING

7 m for shaking knees
Rope bridges offer great fun for the young and not so young.



relax in the wonderland

13 sqm to relax in the sun
Everyone needs a rest and a snack now and then. Hammocks, benches, 
seats, tree trunks or grass offer the chance to sit and watch others 
while relaxing alone or chatting with new friends.



FIND YOUR BALANCE
28 SQM TO FIND BALANCE
LEARNING TO BALANCE REQUIRES PATIENCE,
CONCENTRATION AND PERSISTENCE BUT BRINGS
A LOT OF FUN AND RESPECT FROM THOSE
WHO ARE NOT PATIENT ENOUGH.



GET LOST
26 SQM TO GET LOST
A MAZE MADE FROM WILLOW RODS WILL CHALLENGE EVERYBODYS
INNER NAVIGATION SYSTEM.



a path to  connect a  fence to protectgates to raid

120 m fence around to play safe. 
Hidden by planting, the fence will not be 
obvious but  will protect the children. 
2 gates to enter the playground allow 
access from the carpark and the park.



ascend the mountain
A winding path encounters you to ramble freely, 
while steps allow you to cut corners.



A selection of equipment

Age 6-12 · SPFE28645 · Sway Alley

Sway Alley

The beam moves as soon as a child stands on it, so
you really have to use your sense of balance to get to
the other side! Children have to plan their movements
well and have a clear strategy of how to reach the
other side as quickly as possible. It's especially difficult
when other children keep coming after you in the track
because then all beams start to move in various
directions. Thus, children learn to act and react to
different situations and have to change their strategy in
order to reach the other side as speedily as possible.
Footing:
Posts into ground

Manual installation
8 Hours
2 Installer(s)
Weight: 222 lbs

BALANCING

Age 3+ · FRE3020 · Basketball Goal (freestanding)

Basketball Goal (freestanding)

Footing:

Manual installation
3-4 Hours
1 Installer(s)
Weight: 180 lbs

BALL GATHERING TRAINING

Age 6-15 · GXY919 · Flexus

Flexus

Training sessions for future space travellers. Stand up
and hold on to the curved bars, is a demanding and
challenging activity, letting the children make use of
good coordination and movement from hips and legs.

Footing:
In-ground steel poles with plywood base plates,
prepared for anchoring by means of concrete.

Manual installation
8-10 Hours
2 Installer(s)
Weight: 208 lbs

GATHERING EXPERIMENTING BALANCING TRAINING

Age 4-15 · ELE400024 · Spinner Bowl

Spinner Bowl

The Spinner Bowl makes the world go round and
round! Hop in, pump your legs and sit and spin. Using
centrifugal force and the weight distribution of the child,
speeds can be controlled and stopping is a breeze. The
Spinner Bowl secures the child in its generous depth
and makes training balance a wild ride. When the bowl
is filled with loose material and spun in either direction,
the force of rotation pushes the material from the centre
and out through a drain hole. A useful tool in
understanding centrifugal force and gravity, the Spinner
Bowl is not only a thrill ride but a great science tool as
well.

Footing:
90 cm in-ground anchoring. Concrete anchoring
necessary. Also available for surface installation.

Manual installation
1-2 Hours
1 Installer(s)
Weight: 20 lbs

SPINNING EXPERIMENTING



SELECTION OF SURFACESWHILE SURFACES LIKE WOOD CHIPS, SAND, GRAVEL, RUBBER MULCH, GRASS MATS,
WET POUR AND MOLDED PLAY TILES IN FALL ZONES CAN’T TOTALLY PROTECT
A CHILD FROM GETTING HURT, THEY CAN REDUCE THE SEVERITY OF THE INJURY.



selection of plantsThere are Important selection criteria for plants in playgrounds.
the Plants should not be toxic, should create shade, should be robust 
and have a friendly look and seasonal aspect. 



NUMBERS NUMBERS NUMBERS

APPROXIMATE AREAS ON  SITE - MATERIALS

HARD LANDSCAPE  220 SQM
GRASS                        250 SQM
PLANTING                  200 SQM
SAFE SURFACE         97 SQM
FENCE                         120 M
GATES                         2
PATH                            100 SQM

SAFE SURFACE - OPTIONS
WOOD CHIPS, SAND, GRAVEL, RUBBER MULCH,
GRASS MATS, WET POUR, MOLDED PLAY TILES

APPROXIMATE AREAS ON  SITE - SUBJECT

ADULTS EQUIPMENT 15 SQM
SWINGING                    32 SQM
HILL                               43 SQM
CLIMBING                  37 SQM
CRAWLING                     9 M
MUSIC                           16 SQM
RELAXING                    13 SQM
LEARNING                    20 SQM
BALL GAMES              100 SQM
SAND                            56 SQM
BALANCING                 28 SQM
MAZE                            26 SQM

SAMPLES OF PLANTS ON SITE

HERBACEOUS PLANTS, GRASSES AND
SPRING BULBS TO BE SELECTED

TREES
AESCULUS CARNEA, ACER RUBRUM, MALUS SYLVESTRIS,
ARBUTUS UNEDO, PINUS SYLVESTRIS, PRUNUS PADUS,
QUERCUS PETREA, QUERCUS PALASTRIS

SHRUBS
SAMBUCUS NIGRA, BUDDLEJA DAVIDII, MAHONIA MEDIA,
HAMAMELIS MOLLIS, FORSYTHIA INTERMEDIA,
CHAMOMELES JAPONICA, CORNUS ALBA,
VIBURNUM OPULUS
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NOT ALL THE PHOTOGRAPHIC IMAGES USED IN THIS PRESENTATION ARE THE ORIGINAL WORK OF
DIARMUID GAVIN DESIGNS. THEIR INTENDED USE IS TO ILLUSTRATE THE STYLE OF GARDEN THAT WE HOPE TO
CREATE AND WE GIVE OUR THANKS TO ALL THE CREATIVE DESIGNERS AND GARDENERS WHOSE WORK IS
PORTRAYED.

THE LINE ILLUSTRATIONS USED IN THIS PRESENTATION ARE INDICATIVE OF HOW THE GARDEN WILL LOOK WHEN
MATURE. IN SOME SCENARIOS THIS CAN BE INSTANT, IN OTHERS THIS COULD TAKE 3-5 YEARS TO ACHIEVE THE
FINISHED EFFECT. THIS IS PARTICULARLY THE CASE WHEN WE MANIPULATE PLANT SPECIES TO CREATE HEDGES
OR STRUCTURES.
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